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PART HEARD

<CARL. CAMPBELL WATSON(10.35AM)
RESWORN, EXAMINATION CONTINUED

HILL: Q. Mr Watson, I think we finished off yesterday with
you being up on deck of the Sword of Orion at about half
past nine, ten o’‘clock on the Sunday morning, that Sunday
twenty-seventh?

A. Correct.

Q. Do you recall that?
A. Yes.

Q. What was the weather like at that stage?

A. The weather at that stage had started to build in
intensity. We were talking about alterations to our sail
configuration, whether we needed to put another reef in the
mainsail, go to a smaller jib with the advent of the weather
building. This was discussed by people on deck and from
memory we had a storm jib and a couple of reefs in the
mainsail at that stage. : '

Q. I understand that at one stage the vang broke, is that
right?
A. That’s correct.

Q. Would you explain what the vang is?

A. A boom vang is an aluminium tube, a tube within a tube
that has a spring at the base and if the main halyard broke
or the main came down it would actually hold the end of the
boom up off the deck, thereby alleviating it from hitting
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