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CYCA FINDS SAFETY EQUIPMENT SATISFACTORY
AFTER POST SYDNEY-HOBART QUESTIONNAIRE

.he Cruising Yacht Club of Australia is satisfied that mandatory safety equipment
carried by yachts in the 1993 Kodak Sydney Hobart Yacht Race, together with its own

safety screen of the fleet, was more than adequate for the galeforce conditions
encountered in Bass Strait.

However, with a record fleet of more than 200 yachts expected for this year’s 50th race,
Australia’s premier ocean racing club has moved to upgrade personal safety equipment,

refine radio communications with the fleet, and place greater emphasis on crew
experience.

The CYCA's view is backed up by the great majority of yacht owners and skippers who

sailed in the rugged 1993 race in which only 38 out of 104 yachts completed the 630
nautical mile course. ‘

They have also totally backed the CYCA’s fundamental rule that the decision to start in

any ocean race, and continue to race, must remain the sole responsibility of each yacht’s
owner/skipper.

The views of the CYCA and yachtsmen have come out of an extensive questionnaire sent

to owners and skippers of every yacht which sailed in the race, which achieved a 78
percent response rate.

While not mandatory equipment, the questionnaire showed that 100 per cent of yachts
in the 1983 Kodak Sydney Hobart Race carried GPS navigation units on board.

The precise positioning available from these units had played a significant role in the
search and rescue of John Quinn, and the location of other yachts and crews in distress.

Skippers also reported that the compulsory flares carried by each yacht had proved
invaluable in guiding rescuers to those yachts which required assistance.
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With the huge fleet expected for this year’s Kodak 50th Sydney Hobart Race, the CYCA
Sailing Committee has recommended:

Educational seminars for competitors in heavy weather boat
handling techniques, necessary to conserve yachts under such
conditions, together with Education and training of crew in
safety equipment and safety procedures as part of an essential
requirement for acceptance in the Sydney Hobart. '

Closer scrutiny of crew experience before long ocean races to
ensure that each yacht competing has experienced sailors aboard.

Development of more "user friendly” safety equipment to

encourage crews to wear safety hamesses and life jackets when
on deck, especially at night.

Encourage the use of safety equipment including the carrying of
personal strobe lights.

Development of an inflatable lifejacket with crutch strap, lifting
eye and pocket for light, bleeper and safety line.

Annual checks by yacht owners of all webbing and stitching on
safety harnesses against saltwater deterioration.

Refinement of radio communications and improved radio

protocol by yacht operators, including special courses during the
year.

Compulsory 24 hour listening watches by all yachts if and when

directed by the radio relay vessel to broaden the Club’s race
safety net.

The CYCA has already changed its eligibility requirements for the 1994 race in that
yachts owners must make an application for an entry into the race, giving the Sailing

Committee the right to assess carefully the seagoing qualities and crew experience of any
yacht.

In assessing the problems behind the high attrition rate in the Sydney Hobart, the CYCA
used the questionnaire responses and also checked the Club’s radio log books to
determine the reason for retirement for yachts which did not respond.

The questionnaire was sent to the owner/skipper of every yacht which sailed in the 1993

Kodak Sydney Hobart, with 86 per cent of finishers and 68 per cent of retirees
responding.

Among those who responded at length was John Quinn, who survived five hours in the

sea after being washed overboard from his 35 foot yacht, MEM, on the second night at
sea. 2.






