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AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY

{Abstract

Four authorities Wthh usually govern major regattas are named-as well as the
’commlttees which take the responSlblhty of organizing and running the regatta in line

‘with the requwemenf‘s of ‘these authontles Fmally, the prime objectlves of regatta
organizers are dxscussed :

For most major regattas, four bodies share the authority.

The first of these is the International Sailing Federation (ISAF), which
provides, revises and publishes every four years the Racing Rules of Sailing

(referred to as ‘Racing Rules’ or 'RRS’) under which the racing will be
conducted.

Also with authority through the Racing Rules is the respective member
National Authority of the ISAF. Through its prescriptions to the Racing Rules,
it states how certain rules are to be interpreted or applied, and it may change
some Racing Rules if considered appropriate and subject to RRS 86.
Furthermore, it coordinates the dates and venues of national regattas, and may
approve key regatta personnel such as the Regatta Chairman, the (Principal)
Race Officer(s), and the Protest Committee Chairman.

The next body is the host club (or another organization). Affiliated to the
national authority the club’s input is generally through the Regatta Organizing
Committee and this may be apparent through certain sailing instructions
relating to local conditions. Finally Class Associations will want to ensure that

their class rules, both in terms of measurement and their established practice
for regatta organization, are observed.

The involvement of all four bodies is usually apparent in those sailing
instructions which refer to the control of the regatta. (See, for instance, the
heading of the draft Sailing Instructions in Appendix 5B.)

One or more of these four bodies will singly or collectively become known as
the Organizing Authority and will set up the Regatta Organizing Committee. It
is essential that the Organizing Authority conforms to the requirements of RRS
87.1; otherwise, competitors will not have the protection of the Racing Rules or
the appeal procedures provided by the National Authority. This is easily
complied with by ensuring that a National Authority-affiliated club is nominated
as the Organizing Authority. RRS 87.2 requires the Organizing Authority to
publish a Notice of Race containing its name and further details (RRS Appendix
M1) (see Appendix 5A).
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