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DETECTIVE SENIOR CONSTABLE GRAY

Q1 Electronically recorded interview between Detective Senior

Constable Stuart Gray and Mr Owen Hood at Quins Marine in

Adelaide on Monday, the 28th of June, 1999.  Time on my

watch is now 3.45pm.  Also present seated directly

opposite me is Senior Constable Robert Beattie from the

Adelaide CIB and to my left is Senior Constable David

Upston from New South Wales Water Police.  For the purpose

of the record, Owen, could you just please state your full

name.

A My full name is Owen Albury Hood.

Q2 Your date of birth?

A Is the 15th of November, 1948.

Q3 Your current address?

A Is 17 Oakdale Drive, Gilles Plains.

Q4 Is that G-I-L-L-I-S?

A Yes.

Q5 And your current occupation?

A Current occupation is life raft surveyor.

Q6 O.K.  As I have explained to you prior to the interview,

Senior Constable Upston and myself are making inquiries in

relation to the 1998 Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race and in

particular we're concerned about a life raft which was

purchased by James Hallion from the VC Stand Aside from

RFD Melbourne which came to Quins Marine and then was
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subsequently given to Mr Hallion for the 1998 yacht race.

We've learnt that the life raft was not in fact packed

here and basically today we just want to speak to you

about quality control and the procedures and the way in

which you deal with life rafts when they come in here for

clients and when you pack them yourselves.

A Correct, yeah.

Q7 Do you understand that?

A Yes.

Q8 O.K.  Now could I have your qualifications please?

A Right.  The qualifications I have is Roaring Forties.

Q9 Yep.

A Right?  And - - -

Q10 And that is a certificate approval in competence - - -

A Yes, this is - - -

Q10 - - - to survey life rafts?

A Correct.

Q11 Right.

A To survey Roaring Forties life rafts.

Q12 O.K.  Yep.

A Right.  Then I have one from RFD which is the same system

but it's to pack RFD life rafts.

Q13 O.K.  Yep.

A Right.  And one from Viking.

Q14 O.K.  
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A Right, which is to pack Viking life rafts.

Q15 O.K.  Is that basically the extent of life rafts which are

used in Australia?

A No.

Q16 Right.

A No.  Now, use in Australia would be, we would have

something like about 20 different brands of life raft.

Q17 Yep.

A We don't service that many.  We only service these ones.

The others that come to us we would send to Melbourne and

they would either be done by RFD, Roaring Forties, Viking

or else, I can't think of the name of the other, Brown,

his name is anyway, but he's right, Life Raft Servicing

Group, in Melbourne.

Q18 All right 

A And that would then cover all of them because we're not

qualified in things like Toyo and life rafts of that

nature.  So we would send it them, they would service

them, we would send it back here and then we would put it

back on the ship.

Q19 O.K.  Now how long have you been in this life raft

surveying for?

A I have been here for, it would be three years in December

- - -

Q20 Yep.
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A - - - right, in the life raft servicing department but I

have been employed from Quins for 10 years. 

Q21 O.K.  And how long have you been packing life rafts for

...... 

A Since December '95.

Q22 O.K.  O.K, now, if I could take you to, first of all, are

you the officer in charge so to speak, of the life raft

section - - -

A Um - - -

Q22 - - - here, at Quins?

A Technically, yes but in reality, no.  Fen Thompson is the

man who is the - - -

Q23 Right.

A - - - actual supervisor as such but because of my

qualifications and - - -

Q24 Yes.

A - - - and where I am positioned geographically you might

say, I am, yes.

Q25 O.K.  So if you have a couple of blokes working in your

section who are not - - -

A Yeah.

Q25 - - - or who are just recently qualified, do you supervise

their work?

A Yes, and on the worksheets we actually have a counter-

signing area which I would then counter-sign over the top
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of them.

Q26 All right, O.K.  Now, can you tell me the procedure that

would be adopted if a, well, the exact procedure which was

adopted, I suppose, for the life raft for the VC Stand

Aside?

A Right.  Now, when a life raft comes in that we have

already purchased, right, we will state how we want it

purchased.

Q27 Right.

A Normally, what we will do is we will state that we wish it

to be packed to AYF, which is the Australian Yachting

Federation or to Coastal Standard or to Solace depending

on who our customer is and they will then pack it that way

and send it directly to us so that all we're doing is

giving it to the customer.

Q28 O.K.  So what was the, how did the procedure work when

that particular life raft came to, to this business for Mr

Hallion?

A Right.

Q29 Do you recall?

A Now, I was, I packed the, the other one which he had   - -

-

Q30 Yep.

A - - - which was the Roaring Forties but I am not 100 per

cent sure on how the other one was done .....      - - -
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Q31 That's the one for Hallion?

A Yes.

Q32 O.K.  

A The one that he actually purchased.  Because what he'd

done was he, we'd actually given him our hire raft and I'd

actually packed our hire raft and I'd actually packed our

hire raft but not the other one.

Q33 Right.  At the time this occurred do you, did you, was

there an employee in the life raft bay by the name of

David Weight.

A Yes, correct.

Q34 O.K.  Now, I've been informed that in fact when that life

raft arrived here, he removed it from its case and put it

into another case.

A I believe that to be correctly.  I didn't physically see

him do that - - -

Q35 Right.

A - - - so I can't say but - - -

Q36 O.K.  

A - - - that's, that would have been the situation which was

going to happen.

Q37 Now, was he in fact qualified to do that?

A Yes.

Q38 O.K.  

A He, he was qualified in fact before I was, at RFD.
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Q39 Right.  Is there any need or is any, is it necessary that

when one takes a life raft from one case to another case

to do any inspections on it?

A The only inspections you would do was to make sure that

the painter line was connected and that would be

physically all that you would do really.

Q40 Right.  What's the painter line?

A The painter line is the line which is attached to the life

raft, to the operating head and consequently to either a

quick release or to the vessel.

Q41 Right, so that, so if the boat's sinking - - -

A Yes.

Q41 - - - and that's on the painter line it, it'll - - -

A Automatically, providing it's got a automatic device   - -

-

Q42 Yes.

A - - - will allow that to then cut itself open - - -

Q43 Right.

A - - - and allow the life raft to open.

Q44 Right.  O.K.  Now would there be, if the life raft is

packed would the oxygen, well the CO2 bottle be under the,

what, the base of the, along the bottom of the life raft -

- -

A Yes.

Q44 - - - ready to go?
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A Yes.  Yeah.

Q45 O.K.  Would it be the case that a, a surveyor would check

that bottle, any need to check that bottle?

A Not, we wouldn't check it if it come directly as being

packed brand spanking new.

Q46 O.K.  

A No.  Because we would have assumed that it would naturally

be done because that's part of their process when you pack

it.

Q47 So why would it be taken from one casing to another?

A Because what they were going to do was they wanted a soft

pack which they could take underneath - - -

Q48 Right.

A Right, and they also wanted a hard pack which they could

leave on the deck of the ship.

Q49 O.K.  

A So what they did was they changed them around.

Q50 Right.  O.K.  O.K.  Now, did you have any, any

conversations with Mr Weight in relation to the changing

over of the life rafts .......... - - -

A I can't remember doing it, no.

Q51 Who informed you that he in fact did that?

A I think it was, was Richard I think, because he was here

actually at the time - - -

Q52 All right.
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A - - - Richard Bowman, he was the man - - -

Q53 Is that the young chap upstairs or -?

A No, no, no this is a different chap which has left.

Q54 Right.  O.K.  

A He was working here as a while, as the life raft

supervisor.

Q55 Right.  Now, is there any need or are you aware of any

need for checklists or any sort of signatures that are

required for moving, from opening one case and removing it

to the other case?  Is there any requirement - - -

A I don't, I don't know of any requirement.  I'm not saying

that there isn't, I'm just saying that I don't know of

one.

Q56 Yeah.

A And basically because all you're doing is going zip, push

- - -

Q57 Yep.

A Bang, and it's back in again.

Q58 Right.

A You're not actually pulling the life raft apart or

anything like that.

Q59 Right.  O.K.  O.K, that's fine.  I wonder if you could

tell me what procedure is adopted in relation to the

packing of a life raft other than one that's been ordered

for a client?
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A Right.  Normally when we get a life raft in, what will

happen is, the life raft will come up to us, we will then

take it out of its container and the very first thing we

will do thing we will do is disconnect the painter line

which I mentioned earlier - - -

Q60 Yep.

A Right, remove the operating head and remove the high

pressure hose, then remove the cylinder from the life

raft, grab hold of our air hose, place that to the high

pressure hose, inflate the life raft through the high

pressure hose and we will only do a partial ......... of

that for time but that is done so that you can make sure

that the high pressure hose is working correctly and both

chambers are, lower and upper, lower and upper chamber are

inflating.

Q61 Right.

A Now, once you've done that you go to the vacuum cleaner,

to the inflation valves, place it on the inflation valves

and continue inflating the life raft.  You'll inflate that

as far as you can, then you'll go back to the high

pressure hose, grab hold of the high pressure hose, place

that back into the inflation valves and continue with the

pressure until such time as the relief valves release.

Then you wait for 15 minutes and get hold of the

anemometer and check that the manual is correct and that
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the release valve pressure is correct, is within the

allowable tolerance.  Then after that, you give them

another 15 minutes to settle down then you'll plug them,

go back to your buoyancy chambers and pressure chamber and

you will do what is called a pressure test.  Right, that

is a 30 minute test at a certain level which the manual

will tell you and you ensure that you record that level

that you start with and you also record the temperature.

And then you wait 30 minutes, come back, do a re-check.

Make sure that it's within its allowable tolerance.  If it

is, great and then there's no temperature change, you will

then go and do an hour buoyancy test.  Once you've done

the hour buoyancy test, it is exactly the same as the half

hour test, same method, and then when that is checked out,

fine, great, then you'll continue on with going to weigh

the cylinder or if there is a problem with that either by

that, by a temperature change, or it doesn't meet any of

the requirements, then you'll go back, re-test and carry

out any repairs that are required if so.  But if

everything is 100 per cent, in the meantime you'll take

your cylinder over to the scales, you'll weigh them to

make sure that they are at the correct level that they

should be as regards the, the total overall weight -

Q62 Yeah, and that's on a manual?

A That's, that's, yes, it's on the manual and it's also
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written on the cylinder itself.

Q63 Right.

A And you check that, make sure that that is correct and

when that's correct, take the cylinder back then you'll go

to the packs, then you'll go to the checklist on the pack

and that will go through which is our number 2    - - -

Q64 Yep.

A - - - and that will tell us exactly what's in there as

regards all the rockets, water, rations, all items that

must be in there.  Now, with this checklist, it has been

designed to cover Solace, Solace Australia, Coastal and

AYF requirements because all are different.

Q65 So what do you pack a life raft for, for the Sydney to

Hobart, on what standard?

A Sydney to Hobart, AYF.

Q66 AYF?

A That's .......... AYF, yes.

Q67 And just off the cuff, is AYF a significantly, what is it,

upper, up with the Solace and Solace Australia and

Coastal?  Is it above it or below it?

A It, is below Solace.  Solace is the Rolls Royce - - -

Q68 Yep.

A - - - and AYF is down with the Holdens.

Q69 Where does Coastal fit into the -?

A Holden, it's basically, a Coastal pack and an AYF are
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very, very slightly different - - -

Q70 Right.

A - - - in the fact that one has more flares than another,

one has sun cream and marker dye where the other one has

sylume sticks so it's only a very minute difference but

the actual life rafts themselves are today, are pretty

close to identical.

Q71 Did you, would you consider that perhaps, for the Sydney

to Hobart, after what happened last year, that the life

raft should be packed to a Solace standard?

A Not to a Solace standard because that would be very hard

because you would change the life raft.  What I would like

to see is all life rafts to be packed, to be functional to

the same degree as a Coastal life raft.  By that, I

personally feel that what they should have is a self-

inflating roof ....... just a normal roof which is a

requirement of AYF.

Q72 All right.

A As long as it has some sort of protection, that is good

enough.  I personally feel that it should have that and

that they should be packed to a Solace, wrong, to a

Coastal/AYF combined pack.

Q73 Pack?  Right.

A That way then you've got your sylume sticks, you've got

your sunburn cream, you've got your marker dye and you
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have the three types of flares.  

Q74 Mm.  O.K.  Carry on.

A And once, once you've gone through the, the pack, you've

completed that, then you'll go back to the life raft

because normally by now what has happened is, it's now

time to do your final check on your buoyancy, you do your

normal buoyancy check, that has proved to be fine, it's

passed, the temperature is right then you would now go to

what we class as the life raft inspection schedule.  And

then that will go right through the life raft which gives

it the, the salt-water operated batteries, their lights,

what they're like, the canopy, stitching and it just is a

complete overall check of the life raft both inside and

out.  

Q75 O.K.  And I'll just show you this form here which is the

inspection schedule for inflatable life raft, Quin Marine,

and in the columns there's all the different requirements

- - -

A Yes.

Q75 - - - and there's also a tick - - -

A Yes, correct.

Q75 - - - column, is that correct, on both sides?

A Yes, and we will write any remarks in there like what the

date of the battery is - - -

Q76 Right.
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A - - - if it has an EPIRB, et cetera, et cetera.

Q77 O.K.  

A That, I would like to see in AYF pack for the Sydney to

Hobart would also be a radar reflector and an EPIRB    - -

-

Q78 Right.

A - - - which is a requirement for a Solace pack but it is

not the full requirement of a Solace pack, it is only part

of a Solace pack.

Q79 O.K.  Now, at the completion of this form here, where did

you sign as the surveyor?

A Right.  I sign in two places, I will release, the life

raft is released by - - -

Q80 Yep.

A - - - so and so and then if there's any additional

comments or anything like that I will sign down there and

we also have places here for counter-signing - - -

Q81 Yes.

A - - - so that I can either sign there as well as somebody

I am training or I can get say, Alan for instance who I am

working with at the moment to counter-sign there.

Q82 So if you've got an apprentice or someone who's junior to

yourself in, in life raft surveying, how do you supervise

them - - -

A Well, physically - - -
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Q82 - - - .......... do you supervise them?

A I stand there with them - - -

Q83 Yep.

A - - - and tell them, "This is what you do", basically I

suppose because of my military training I tend to revert

back to it and go, "like this, do that" - - -

Q84 Yep.

A - - - "like this, do that".  And that way then I am sure

in my own mind that they have done it correctly   - - -

Q85 M'mm.  

A - - - and it's in my opinion the best way to learn.  Now

once they have gone for their course, and they're waiting

for their certificate to come back then I don't stand over

top of them and tell them, I just ask them.  Especially on

points like, some operating heads we have actually have a

little knife and a spring which must be inserted into that

and you'll always just ask them when they're inserting

that with the operating ....... going, "Where's .........

yep, pin, spring, thank you, O.K, good, right". 

Q86 O.K.  

A And that's just a check that way.

Q87 O.K.  

A If you're not physically able to walk over and check it

with them - - -

Q88 Yeah.
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A - - - because that is very important that the pin and the

spring goes in - - -

Q89 All right.

A - - - on the new ........... heads.

Q90 O.K.  Now, from your experience and training, could you,

are you able to tell me what would cause some of the

things that would cause a life raft not to inflate, on

deployment?

A I suppose the most logical thing would be, two most

logical things would be A, the bottle would be empty, 2,

the painter line is not connected.

Q91 All right.

A They would be your two most logical.

Q92 All right.

A But they are the two things that are checked the most.

Q93 Yes.

A Because they're, because of the fact that they are the two

obvious things, they are the things that you would check.

The other things is maybe that the life raft had got

thrown around in its container and the line had got

twisted and was unable to be pulled.

Q94 Yep.

A This may have accounted for a life raft not operating.

Q95 Would that be the situation where the case is too big for

the life raft?
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A Normally, yes.  Normally we try and match, we always will

- - -

Q96 Yeah.

A - - - match a life raft to a container.

Q97 Yeah.

A That's why a, a six person container will only hold a four

person or a six person life raft, it won't hold, you won't

put a four person in a 10 person life raft container.

Q98 So there is danger so that if you four person life raft in

a six persons life raft container that in fact it could

twist and it could cause mechanical operational problems?

A Not, not with a four and a six - - -

Q99 Right.

A - - - because a four and a six life raft actually fit in

the same size container.

Q100 Right.  O.K, now.

A Right.  But if you were to move a four - - -

Q101 Yeah.

A - - - to a eight or a 10 person, right, because the 10

person is the biggest that that container will hold, then

you will have that sloppy area.  And that's why with the,

where we have inflation bags, right, or vacuum bags, we

allow a little bit of pressure to go back in so that the

life raft fits reasonably firm in the container.

Q102 So as far as you're aware in relation to the life raft the
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was used by VC Stand Aside, the one that they ordered in,

was in fact put into a six man case - - -

A Yes - - -

Q102 - - - as far as you're aware?

A - - - as far as I know.

Q103 Now, are there any mechanical reasons other than no, no

air in the, in the bottle and the painter line, are there

any mechanical errors or possibilities in relation to the

spring and the, the head?

A Now on that, that type, I'm not sure with the type of the

operating head it had on it, you see.

Q104 Right.

A Now, because some of the ......... operating heads only

have just a screw-type mechanism which allows the centre

pin in the cylinder to be pushed and activated.  Others

have a bursting disc and that goes and there but if it was

a Pacific, right, it has a totally different type of

operating head altogether.  So therefore the pin would

automatically be in there.  It's, it's something that you

can't sort of take out and forget to put in there, the

complete operating head has already got one in.

Q105 So are they fairly foolproof, I mean, are those heads

going to fail, I mean, have you heard of those heads

failing?

A No.
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Q106 Can they fail, do you think?  .......

A I suppose, I suppose anything could fail but the, the odds

on at failing are, are not very good.

Q107 Right.

A Where it comes in is if, like I said, the mechanics of the

life raft have been moved around - - -

Q108 Yep.

A - - - and the painter line has got caught.  Now in that

type of seas, whether that's caused it or not, I don't

know.

Q109 O.K.  Now what about a slow leak?

A Now that would - - -

Q110 Would that inflate the raft?

A No, believe it or not.  If you've got a slow enough leak -

- -

Q111 In the bottle?

A - - - in the bottle, the actual life raft will exorb it

and in, because of the simple fact, that they're checked

annually - - -

Q112 Yep.

A - - - it would, it would then just seep out slowly.

Q113 Right.  

A Um - - -

Q114 So it wouldn't have any inflation at all on the life raft

itself, that you're aware of?
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A No.  If, if it's, if the bottle's completely empty, there

would absolutely be none or, even if it wasn't completely

empty, there would be that negligible that it wouldn't

open the container?

Q115 No.  It wouldn't open the container.

A No.

SENIOR CONSTABLE UPSTON

Q116 But if the gas bottle was full - - -

A Yep.

Q116 - - - and there happened to be a leak - - -

A From the bottle into the - - -

Q116 - - - from the bottle into the, into the - - -

A Raft.

Q116 - - - raft over a period of time, where are you saying

that the gasses would be absorbed?

A The, the gasses would actually go into the life raft

itself, right, and then they will come out through the

relief valves just slowly - - -

Q117 Slow - - -

A - - - seeps out, because the trouble is a lot of the

valves are not 100 per cent you've, we've found that some

of 'em we have to check and very, very, and we've had to

re-tighten and all this type of thing when we get them and

we did them 12 months before and they were perfectly all

right - - -
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Q118 Yes.

A - - - but because they're getting knocked around in the

seas and all this type of thing - - -

Q119 Yeah.

A - - - now whether they're manufacture faults or not, I

don't know.  .......

DETECTIVE SENIOR CONSTABLE GRAY

Q120 So wouldn't it inflate the raft slightly as it goes in,

and then it, and then it would come out the relief valves

- - -

A Yeah, it would just slowly seep out in time.

Q120 - - - so that ................ a slight amount of

inflation.  Yeah.

A Yeah.

Q121 It wouldn't be the situation where it would leak into the

raft and the raft expand and then open up the ..........

A No, ........ because - - -

Q122 .................... 

A Yeah.  Because to do that it requires a great deal of

pressure - - -

Q123 To .......

A - - - to break either the bursting bands or break the seal

that it's in or break the container - - -

Q124 ......

A - - - however it's, what type of container and that it's
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in, you see.

Q125 O.K.  Now, from your experience, Owen, do you know of any

life rafts that have failed on deployment, from your

experience, know of?

A No, I don't, off the top of my head.  No, I did have one

hard extraction once that I really had to give a reef - -

- 

Q126 Yep.

A - - - but it fired O.K, and that was because what had

happened was the operating head wire was slightly bent and

it needed a good reef to sort of straighten it     - - -

Q127 Yep.

A - - - but it operated fine.  There was, there was no

worries about that.  The only other thing I've ever seen

was we had one cylinder once that had some iron filings in

it but we don't know what caused that or whatever, I've

never had another one and that's the only one I've ever

seen.  And I spoke to other people around and they've

never seen one, never heard of it.

Q128 Yeah.

A And they, they've got, some of those blokes have got 20

years' experience, so -

Q129 Yeah.   Now, in relation to that life raft which was

ordered through here for Mr Hallion - - -

A Yeah.
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Q129 - - - and was removed from the case to be put in another

case, would it be the case in future that you would now

check the bottles?

A Yes.  Yes.

Q130 And is that now a standard operating procedure in the

....................

A If, if we were going to do any sort of change whatsoever -

- -

Q131 Yep.

A - - - yes.

Q132 O.K.  

A Yup.

Q133 So you've now adopted that procedure?

A Yes.  

Q134 O.K.  

A Yeah.  If, if we get one fully packed - - -

Q135 Yep.

A - - - we would not.

Q136 No, .... it's got to stay, that's right.

A ....... we would, yeah.  Because we're actually making an

error to, to correct an error if you know what I mean.

Q137 O.K.  Now is there anything else that you'd like to share

with us today in relation to recommendations from your

point of view, in the future?

A Just, just basically what I was saying about the actual
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life raft itself, I would like to see a self-inflating

roofed life raft.

Q138 Yep.

A And if possible, if they could combine the Coastal and AYF

pack together - - -

Q139 Yep.

A - - - especially for things like Sydney/Hobart and that

type of thing because I feel that you're getting a

stronger raft out of it, by having a self-inflating raft

than some of the old ones that we've sort of seen for the

Sydney to Hobart - - -

Q140 Yep.

A - - - and that's, that's about it really and also if the

people themselves could actually come and have a look at

their life rafts and see them and understand them so that

when we're actually going to pack it for the Sydney to

Hobart or any event if they would come and have a look

because we're only too happy to show them and we do have

some crews actually come up a have a look at the life

raft, actually get in to the life raft, get out of the

life raft and they have a far, far better understanding of

that life raft and I think that's half the problem because

I mean in this case, fine, it was daylight but night time

is a different kettle of fish altogether.  You know,

you're in strange surroundings and you're in fearful
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surroundings and if you are then going to go into a life

raft you know nothing about - - -

Q141 Mm.  

A - - - you're just compounding your problem.  So that's,

that's about all I can think of that I would like to see

offhand.

Q142 Rob?

SENIOR CONSTABLE UPSTON

Q143 No, I can't think of anything at the moment.  You're happy

with the current standard of safety precautions in

relation to like, the Australia standards with life rafts

in Australia, are you happy with the standard in

Australia?

A Yes, I, I'm quite happy with the standards, I think the

standards are you know, are quite good.  I, I would just

like to see the standard for the Sydney to Hobart a little

bit stronger or the AYF standard a little bit stronger

because the AYF standard doesn't state that you must have

a self-inflating - - -

Q144 Mm.  

A - - - canopy, it just says that it must have a canopy.

And some of the life rafts we've seen that meet those

requirements are not very good.

Q145 ......... satisfactory in those conditions.

A I, I don't think so.  But that's only my opinion, I can
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only go, that the book says this and I've got to go by

that book.

Q146 Yep.

DETECTIVE SENIOR CONSTABLE GRAY

Q147 Yep.  All right.

SENIOR CONSTABLE UPSTON

Q148 With, with the, with the gasses of, in the cylinders   - -

-

A Yes.

Q148 - - - what's the make-up of the gasses?

A Right.  The gasses consist of CO2 or carbon dioxide and

N2, nitrogen.  Right.  Now, while you have nitrogen in a

cylinder is because the cylinder is laying down, so what

it does, the nitrogen actually forms pressure on the

carbon dioxide which allows it to come out quicker.  And

that's the whole purpose of it, it doesn't stop it from

freezing or anything like that, it still comes out as a

freezing gas but it comes out quicker because of the

weight on it.

Q149 Right.

A And therefore, the whole idea is to inflate the life raft

in five seconds, bang, thank you very much, and you're up.

Because I can't imagine anything more horrifying than to

actually stand there, need your life raft and watch it

slowly sort of come to a, to a climax, you know.
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Q150 Yeah.

A And that's why I think they, you know, they've got 'em,

five seconds, bang, thank you and it's up.

Q151 And do you in fact know the percentages between nitrogen

and the CO2?

A Not off the top of my head but it is written on the

bottles and it is written in the manuals for each

individual bottle size.

Q152 Right.  And you don't in fact fill the bottles here, do

you, on the premises?

A No, no.  They are sent to FFE which is, they're an

approved filling station and they've been doing it for

years.

Q153 All right.

A And they always do our bottles.  We, we do not do our own

bottles.

Q154 So they, they come to the premises sealed and I understand

with a certificate.

A Yes.

Q155 Right.  And do you check that, those seals and

certificates each time?

A I check the certificate against the life raft, against the

bottle and then I weigh the bottle and bang.  Yes, it

agrees with that - - -

Q156 Right.
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A - - - thank you very much and then I take their word for

it from there.

Q157 And then you in fact then place on the firing mechanism

yourself?

A Yes, correct.

Q158 O.K.  And they're checked each time and in fact they are

re-usable?

A Yes, yes.  Now, most of the cylinders are re-usable, all

the cylinders, sorry, are re-usable but some of them have

what you call a bursting disc in there which is not re-

usable.  Once that bursting disc has gone, you unscrew

that then you screw another one just down in very loosely

which goes up to Bernie at FFE and it just sits in there,

just so that he's got the, the bursting disc and then he

will apply the CO2 and the nitrogen and he will tighten it

all up as he's doing it per his operation instructions and

per Australian standards.

Q159 Mm.  All right.

A And then that's all sealed and it'll come back to us.

Q160 Just prior to the commencement of the interview when we

were being shown the life rafts upstairs, I think we

mentioned something about a life raft not inflating a

number of years ago, two years ago, could you - - -

A Yeah.

Q160 - - - enlighten us on that a bit more?
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A What, what it was, was I actually made a mistake on a life

raft, it was actually a, a cylinder we found that was, was

empty and that was like I was saying ........ one we found

with just some filings in it.  I sent it up to FFE, they

found some filings in it, and I sent it over to RFD and

they actually have that cylinder and it's been under

investigation with them and they send me another one to

replace it so that we can keep our customer going.  So I

don't know at this stage what the result is on that,

because they were sending that away.  Now whether they've

sent that to RFD in England or not, I do not know.

Q161 Was that particular life raft and cylinder used in an

emergency situation or was it inflated as a result of

being a survey ..........

A No, it's, the, the cylinder was actually found as a result

of the survey with a normal cylinder check.

Q162 Right.  So the life raft and cylinder weren't used in an

emergency situation?

A No, no.

Q163 O.K.  

A No.  The life raft and everything was checked upstairs.

Q164 O.K.  

DETECTIVE SENIOR CONSTABLE GRAY

Q165 Time on my watch is now 4.18pm.  This interview is now

concluded.
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INTERVIEW CONCLUDED


















