Documents used by Kenn Batt for pre-race meteorological
briefing on 24th December 1998

Part 1

1A Introduction

1B General Information: Sydney to Gabc-u Island

1C General Information: Gabo Island to Tasmania

1D General Information; East coast of Tasmania

1E General Information: Storm Bay

IF General Information: The dreaded Derwent River

1G General Information: Where to get weather/oceanographic information
1H Weather Outlook: MSL Analysis valid 0400 hr Local Time 24/12/98.

11 Weather Qutlook: Set of GASP model runs, initialised at 2300 hr Local Time 23/12/1 098,
Each chart valid at 2300 hr Local Time on the day indicated.

1J Weather Outlook: Outlook foreach day as indicated.
1K Weather Outlook: NSW forecast policy 1ssued at (355 hr 24/12/1998.

1L Oceanographic information issued on Behalf of CSIRO Marine Research.

Documents referred to by Kenn Batt during pre-race
meteorological briefing on 24th December 1998

Part 2
2A Article by Kenn Batt titled “Cold Front™ Australian Sailing January 1999

2B Article by Kenn Batt titled “Finding that weather information” Offshore Yachting
December/January 1998/9.

Documents issued by Kenn Batt during pre-race meteorological
briefing on 24th December 1998

Part 3

3A “"Marine Weather Services- A guide to Australia’s marine forecasts and warnings” BOM
1998



5B “Weather by Fax-Check the Weather” BOM 1998
3C “Weather Words”- BOM 1997
3 D “The Weather Map”- BOM 1993

3 E “Weather Information for the Sydney-Hobart, Telstra Cup and Sydney to Coffs Harbour
Yacht Races™. '

Documents issued by Kenn Batt before pre-race meteorological
briefing on 24th December 1998

Part 4

4A: Documents pertaining to the Bureaun’s HF Weatherfax system, telephone weather
services, Weather by Fax service and Weather Information for the Sydney-Hobart, Telstra
Cup and Sydney to Coffs Harbour Yacht Races were made available to the Sailing Office of
the CYCA a few weeks before the Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race. To the best of my
knowledge, these were copied at the CYCA and inserted by Sailing Office staff into each
yacht’s document bag. The bags were given to each skipper or navigator before the pre-race
briefing on 24/12/1999.

Other

Part 5
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1998 TELSTRA SYDNEY TO HOBART
YACHT RACE METEOROLOGICAL
AND OCEANOGRAPHIC BRIEFING

by
Kenn Batt

Bureau of Meteorology, NSW

* General Information
* Weather Outlook

* Oceanographic Conditions courtesy
of CSIRO Division of Marine

- Research, Hobart (George Cresswell

et al)



SYDNEY TO GABO ISLAND

* Southerly changes (Southerly
Buster) read Dec 1998 Australian
Sailing article

* west of rhumb-line in S/SW flow

* east of rhumb-line in SE/E flow

* Pre-Frontal trough development

* East Coast Low (1993 Hobart Race)
* Strong sea breezes

* Thunderstorms

* Wind versus East Australia Current



GABO ISLAND TO TASMANIA

* Frontal changes more west to
southwest in direction

* Funnelling through Bass/Banks
Straits

* “Corner effect”, Gabo Island and
Tasman Island

* Fully risen sea very quickly occurs
in Bass Strait after onset of strong
winds

* Pre-frontal trough development

* East Coast Low

* Sheltering effect of Flinders Island

* Thunderstorms



c.

* Bass Strait “suck in”
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EAST COAST OF TASMANIA

* 30NM OFF EDDYSTONE POINT

* Lee Vortex under broad westerly
flow

- north of Freycinet (Cape Tourville) -
generally OK

- South of Freycinet - NE to SE going
SSW close to Tasman Is.

*15 NM OFF MARIA
* Thunderstorms

* Tasman Island Effect



STORM BAY

* can live up to its name!!

* Not too close to Cape
Raoul/Maingon Bay

* Is there an ebb tide?

* Has there been rainfall over
southern Tasmania during the past
few days?

* A flood tide could take you too far
right



THE DREADED DERWENT RIVER

* Wind shuts down generally after
2200 hr.

* Starts up again after 0600 hr.

* Eastern side (at least to White Rock)
of river generally pays, especially at
night with an ebb tide and after heavy
rain

* Doesn’t pay to be west of line White
Rock to John Garrow Light

* Standing wave/rotor activity in the
lee of Mount Wellington during broad
westerly flow

* Sea breeze is SE in the river and
~ will draw more east out of eastern
bays
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WHERE TO GET
WEATHER/OCEANOGRAPHIC
INFORMATION

* See latest OFFSHORE magazine with
article by KB and handout

* Bureau stand at CYCA on Boxing Day

* Internet sites (BoM, CSIRO AND
TELSTRA)

* Weather by Fax (Bureau’s poll fax
service)

* 1900 recorded weather service
* 131236 Waterways service

* Bureau special race forecasts at sked
times



* Telstra coastal stations

* Penta Comstat

* AM/FM radio .

* HF weatherfax service

* Coatal patrol and coast guard

* Weatherlink pager service

* EYE BALL MARK 1 method!!! KEEP
THE HEAD OUT OF THE BOAT AT

ALL TIMES

* Please send latest weather conditions by
e-mail to whrsyd@bom.gov.au
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) ' NMC GASP T239L29 ANALYSIS
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NMC GASP T239L29 FORECAST
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NMC GASP 1239L29 FORECAST

36HR FORECAST YALID 1200 UTC Sun 27 DEC 1998
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NMC GASP T239L29 FORECAST
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FORECASSTS

WEATHER OUTLOOK FOR 1998 TELSTRA SYDNEY TO HOBART
YACHT RACE
Issued by the Bureau of Meteorology at 0830 hr 24/12/98

Saturday : SE/NE 10 to 15 knots ahead of a southerly change around 25 to 30 knots
with stronger gusts expected late Saturday. Chance of showers and thunderstorms ahead
of the change.

Slinday: SW winds around 15 to 20 knots south of Jervis Bay and into Bas$ Strait
tending more SE around 15 knots over the day. North of Jervis Bay winds generally SE/E
around 15 to 18 kt and gradually abating,

Monday: Winds tending NE to N in Bass Strait and the Tasmanian coast around 10 to 15
kt but increasing to 15 to 25 knots over the afternoon ahead of a cold front situated well
to the west of Tasmania.

Winds along the NSW coast will tend N to NE around 10 to 15 knots, stronger at times
on the south coast.

Tuesday: Winds generally around 20 to 25 knots from the NE to N'W ahead of the cold
front , turning W/SW at 20 kt during the early evening. Wind speeds should abate fairly
quickly after the change. This front is showing signs of slipping away to the SE and as
such will find difficulty making it to the NSW coast.

Please note: That this outlook is based on limited data and will need to be fine-tuned.
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AJFS Forecasts, Wamnings and Observations

1of 1

Note: This page will awtomatically refresh every 5 minutes.
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BUREAU OF METEQOROLOGY

NEW SOUTH WALES REGIONAL OFFICE

NSW FORECAST POLICY ’

Issued at 3:55am on Thursday the 24th of December 1998

MSL PATTERN OVER THE NEXT THREE DAYS
Thursday 24/12/88 %am

On Thursday: the Tasman high will be moving further away from the
continent, but cnshore winds are still likely to generate a few
showers on the northern and central coast and adjacent ranges,
tending te rain periods on the north coast. The inland trough will
still be a feature and should produce isolated thundery showers
inlnad. A warm to very warm day over the inland, and mild to warm on
the seaboard.

Friday 25/12/98 %am

On Friday,the high will be moving past New Zealand. & trough in the
northern Tasman may tend to deepen, so that SE to NE winds will
continue on the seaboard with a few coastal showers. in the north.
The inland trough is also likely to deepen so that very warm to hot
weather is expected over much of the interior with isolated afternoon
thunderstorms in the west and southern inland,

Saturday 26/12/98 Sam

On Saturday a cold front will move over much of the state and is
likely teo be located near the central coast in the evening. Some
showers and loczl thunderstorms will be generated near the front
which will be followed by cooler fresh southerlies, and rerhaps
strong about the south to central coast. There is some doubt about
the position of the low. It is possible that a low may develop near
Bass Strait rather than out in the Tasman Sea as shown.

Sunday 27/12/98 %am

On Sunday, thunderstorms should contract to the northeast or northern
inland with the trough. Showers are expected elsehwere along the
coast and east ranges and winds tend

cooler south to southeast, Conditions should be fine and mild to warm
over the southern inland.

Please send your comments to AIFS Development Team
This site is designed for use with the Netscape Navigator (TM) browser (Version 2.0 or fater).

http//wrww.nsw bom.gov.aw/fwo/10030.htm]

24/12/98 7:53



1998 Sydney to Hobart Current Information hitp://www.marine.csiro.au/yacht_races/Syd _Hob/1998/
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CSIRO
MARINE RESEARCH

1998 Sydney to Hobart Current
' Information

Back to the main yacht race page
http://»ww.marine.csiro.aw/vacht races/

The Iatest NOAA AVHRR SST imagery is here:
http://www.marine.csiro.aw/~lband/SST/wwwSvdHoh98/

Update on latest sea surface conditions

Written by George Cresswell, December 1998
CSIRO Marine Research

Comments on 22 Dec 1998 0716Z-0857Z, image

14 16 18 28 22 24 y
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1998 Sydney to Hobart Current Information http://www.marine.csiro.aw/yacht_races/Syd_Hob/]1998/
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The situation with the EAC meander and the large eddy centred at about 36 S, 152 E is largely
unchanged. The eddy may slide southward by up to 100 km during the next week. There is a noticea

-- band of warm water that peels off the EAC meander near Sugarloaf Point and runs southward on the
shelf all the way to Jervis Bay, where it feeds into the eddy. We've seen bands like this before, but
haven't surveyed them adequately.

In Nov 1989 we stemmed one between Jervis Bay and Sydney. We encountered 1t just north of Jervi
Bay when the sounder read 125 m. The current was 2.2 knots southward and the warm EAC water
extended all the way to the bottom. Even at the 75 m isobath off Pt Kembla (we'd come in closer) th
current was 1.5 knots. There is a cold plume heading northward on the E Tas shelf past Flinders Is -
probably about 1/2 knot. Out to sea from E Tas appears to be a warm eddy as was hinted in the write
yesterday.

Previous updates on sea surface conditions

Comments on the image from 21 Dec 1998 1724Z-1901Z.
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