YICTORIA POLICE
<] Jgnyary, 1959

David KEY Senior Constable 24404
Air Observer, Police Air Wing

STATES: At approximately 3.50 p.m on Sunday the 27th of December, 1998 the
Victoria Police Air Wing Flight Co-ordination Centre received a telephone request from The
Australian Search and Rescue Centre (AUS-SAR) in Canberra. AUS-SAR requested the
Police Helicopter to attend off Gabo Island near Mallacoota for a 406 megahertz Emergency
Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB). These Marine Distress Beacons (EPIRB) are
located on each yacht in the Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race. At this stage AUS-SAR was
dispatching HELIMED 1 the Latrobe Valley Air Ambulance and three (3) fixed wing search
aircraft to the search area approximately 60 nautical miles off shore from Mallacoota.« -AUS-
SAR required ail available resources to attend to this area.

At approximately 4.02 p.m further information was received from AUS-SAR
that there were fifteen (15) yacht crewmembers in the water and required urgent rescuing as
their yacht “V.C Offshore Stand Aside” was taking water and sinking. At approximately 4.20
p.m the police helicopter was dispatched from Essendon Airport to Mallacoota with Senior
Constable Darryl JONES 21590 (pilot), Senior Constable Barry BARCLAY 26056 (winch
operater) and Senior Constable David KEY 24404 (rescue crewman). At approximately 6.11
p.m the police helicopter landed at Mallacoota Airport , refuelled, unloaded the aircraft and
the crew were briefed by AUS-SAR to winch/rescue four (4) crewmembers off the yacht
“V.C Offshore Stand-Aside”. To complete this rescue we were required to fly approximately
65 nautical miles (130 kilometres) south east into Bass Strait in 70-80 knot (140-150
kilometres per hour) winds, driving rain, low cloud and huge seas to locate and rescue the
yacht crewmembers.

Whilst enroute to the “V.C Offshore Stand-Aside” the weather conditions
were the worst T have ever encountered in any rescue mission because of the mountainous seas
and ferocious winds. Just prior to reaching the “V.C Offshore Stand-Aside” yacht AUS-SAR
diverted the police helicopter to search for “Sea Anna” and “Business Post-Naiad” which were
sending out “MAY-DAY™ calls. The SOUTH CARE helicopter had been diverted to the
“V.C Offshore Stand-Aside” and then had to the divert to a “MAY-DAY” call from the yacht
“Winston Churchill”. At this stage HELIMED 1 had rescued eight (8) injured yacht
crewmembers off the “V.C Offshore Stand-Aside. At this time up to twenty 20 (EPIRB)
marine distress signals and “MAY-DAY” calls were being received at AUS-SAR.
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Whilst flying to the “Sea-Anna” and “Business Post-Naiad’s” last known
locations AUS-SAR re-directed the police helicopter to a man overboard from the yacht
“Kingurra”. A crewmember had been washed off the yacht when it was hit by a large wave.
He was dressed only in black long-johns and a black tee-shirt and was not wearing a life-
jacket. This person had been in the freezing water for approximately forty (40) minutes.

At approximately 7.30 p.m we arrived over the area of the “Kingurra’s”
last known position and we observed a red flare through the low cloud, sea mist and spray.
The pilot flew to that yacht and identified it to be the Kingurra and spoke to the skipper on the
marine distress radio to find out which location the missing crewmember was in relation to the
yacht. The weather conditions were atrocious with 30 metre (90 feet) foam streaked waves
with flat tops due to the strong winds, driving rain, sea spray, low dark cloud and black
water. A search pattern was commenced and approximately 7.40 p.m I observed an orange
safety ring in the water approximately 600 metres from the rear of the yacht. This orange ring
was empty and at that time Senior Constable BARCLAY on the left side of the helicopter
observed the crewmember off the Kingurra. This male was floundering in the water
conditions. He appeared to be exhausted and was sapped of all strength as he slipped under
the water surface as the pilot positioned the helicopter in readiness for a winch.

At this time [ was ready to be winched down from the helicopter to rescue this
male. I noticed that after a wave broke over this male he re-surfaced and waved at the
helicopter. This male became submerged a number of times whilst I was being winched
toward jum. I was placed into the water and Fas immediately pushed under the water
which was freezing cold. When I managed to break the surface T was in a trough and‘siw a
solid vertical wall of water in front of me. T was hit by this 90 foot wave and as [ was washed
up the front of this wave I started to tumble back down the face due to being buoyant in my
wet suit, this was a terrifying situation. The water spray was hitting me in the face like being
poked with a fork due to the high winds wiping the water off the waves. The noise of the
wind sounded like a screaming shrieking which I have never experienced before and was
deafening. I felt T was driven under the water for 10-15 seconds before coming out the back
section of the wave. I was completely disorientated and had swallowed a large amount of sea
water. [ was in a situation similar to that of being thrown around like a rag doll. I was
becoming concerned for my own life as I could not hear or see the police helicopter or see the
male | was rescuing.

After what felt like an eternity of being battered by these waves I found myself
ready to inflate my life jacket to save my own life. I was hit by another wave and driven
under the water and as I came to the surface I was locking straight at the male who had been
washed of the yacht “Kingurra” approximately 3 metres (10 feet) in front of me. This male
had a blank look and was ashen faced and then he appeared to realise I was there with him and
we started to swim toward each other. [ grabbed him as we were hit by another wall of water
and I held on to him as hard as I could as we were both pushed under the water. He was a
“dead weight’ due to not having any buoyancy vest on and no strength left and this made
holding onto him extremely difficult. When we re-surfaced again I placed the rescue harness
over his head and had to place his arms through the strap as he was unable to assist me. We
were hit by another wave and I felt the winch cable wrap around my left leg. I untangled
myself and held the male above the water at the same time.
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I indicated to the winch operator we were ready to be pulled out of the water
and winched up to the helicopter. As we approached the doorway of the helicopter the winch
froze and we were unable to enter the doorway. Senior Constable BARCLAY attempted to
recycle the power to the winch but was unsuccessful in doing so. Semnior Constable
BARCLAY could see that the person I was holding was extremely exhausted and he placed
him in a bear hug then dragged him into the helicopter still attached to the rescue harness.
After a short period of time the power was restored to the winch and I was able to be pulled
into the helicopter. The rescue took approximately 5-10 minutes.

AUS-SAR and the yacht “Kingurra were notified that the male John
CAMPBELL had been rescued. He was suffering from a broken nose, broken jaw, factal cuts
and lacerations and severe hypothermua. Senior Constable BARCLAY and myself treated
CAMPBELL’s injuries and treated his hypothermia by lying down on each side of him to
transter our body heat to him to prevent shock setting in. CAMPBELL went into shock on
the flight back to Mallacoota and due to Senior Constable BARCLAY’s and my medicat
training we were able to assess and treat CAMPBELL. '

At approximately 8.15 p.m we landed at the Red Cross Command Post at the
Mallacoota football oval and whilst CAMPBELL was being transferred from the helicopter to
the road ambulance he burst into tears. CAMPBELL was transferred to a fixed wing Air
Ambulance at the Mallacoota Airport and flown to the Traralgon Hospital for treatment.

In my opinion CAMPBELL was only moments away from drowning due to
hypothermia and the water conditions. I believe if we had not rescued him at the time we did,
he would be dead. There was no other rescueelicopters or Vachts in the area, therefore the
Police Air Wing helicopter crew saved his life, R

The helicopter was taken to the Mallacoota Airport and secured for the night.
Senior Constable BARCLAY and myself assisted police at the command post until 11.pm.

At approximately 5 a.m on Monday the 28th of December, 1998 the police
helicopter crew consisting of Senior Constable Darryl JONES 21590 (pilot), Senior Constable
Barry BARCLAY 26056 (winch operator) and Senior Constable David KEY 24404 (rescue
crewman) were briefed by Sergeant MOSTARD (Gippsland Water Police) and AUS-SAR in
relation to rescue tasks to be completed in the search area in conjunction with HELIMED 1.
The search area was now 4,000 square nautical miles (8,000 square kilometres) and involved
38 fixed wing aircraft and 5 rescue helicopters as well as a number of civilian cargo ships and a
navy ship. HELIMED 1 was tasked to search for the yacht “Winston Churchill” and the
police helicopter was tasked to search for the yacht “B52” as both these yachts had been listed
as missing and presumed sunk. Both helicopters were dispatched to their respective search
areas at 6.55 a.m approximately 60 nautical miles (120 kilometres) south east off the coast of
Mallaccota. These search areas were the last known (EPIRB) distress signal location. Both
( EPIRB’s) were now inactive due to the possibility both yachts had sunk.

At approximately 7.50 a.m the police helicopter was redirected to an area 55
nautical (110 kilometres)east off Mallacoota to assist the SOUTH CARE RESCUE helicopter
locate and rescue 12 crewmembers off a sinking yacht “Midnight Special”. The crew of
SOUTH CARE RESCUE had winched 8 crewmembers from the disabled yacht and returned
to Merimbula. At 8 a.m the police helicopter located this yacht and commenced to winch 4
males aged between 50 and 60 years from this sinking yacht. The waves and sea swell was
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approximately 25 metres (45-50 feet) and the wind speed was still 70-80 knots (140-160
kilometres per hour). 1 was lowered from the helicopter by Sentor Constable BARCLAY
near the stern of the yacht. Due to the yacht being dismasted there was a large amount of
rope and steel cable on top of the yacht and trailing in the water around the yacht. This made
for a dangerous winch operation so 1 was placed into the water approximately 10 metres
behind the yacht.

When the male jumped into the water the yacht and myself were hit by a rogue
wave which pushed me under the water and knocked the wind out of me. -As.I surfaced I
grabbed the male who was in the water and placed the rescue harness over his head. Due to
the fact that the yacht crewman had a very old ridged type foam life jacket I was unable to
connect the safety strap up around his chest. Whilst T was waiting to be winched up to the
helicopter I noticed that the yacht was very low in the water and appeared to be sinking. I
was winched up to the helicopter and this yacht crewmember was secured inside. I then went
back down to collect the second yacht crewmember and as I was placed into the water the
second crewmember jumped into the water before I signalled him to do so. As I was still
approximately 15 metres from the rear of the yacht I was not ready to receive him to be
rescued. This male jumped into the water on the crest of a wave and due to the wave height,
the wind strength and the fact he had a life jacket on he was swept straight past me. Senior
Constable BARCLAY was required to lift me out of the water and reposition me in front of
this male. As I swam toward this male I could see he was in a state of panic and as I placed
the rescue harness over his head he seemed to regain his composure, however, as we were
{ifted from the water we were hit by a wave and the male started to panic again. As were
being lifted toward the helicopter I was having™@ struggle to bring him under control.. This
male was placed inside the helicopter and secured where he stopped panicking and setfléd
down.

I was again winched back down to rescue the third yacht crewmember. This
winch was more structured as the crewmember obeyed my hand signal commands as to when
to jump into the water. We were winched up to the helicopter and he was secured in the
aircraft. When I was inside the helicopter door I informed Senior Constable BARCLAY 1
needed a short break as I was exhausted and vomiting up large amounts of sea water from the
last 3 winches. Once I had recovered enough I was winched back down to rescue the last
yacht crewmember. When I reached the water the last crewmember jumped into the water
and I noticed the sea was flowing out of the cabin area of the vacht and flowing out over the
back deck into the ocean. As we were being lifted back to the helicopter I watched the vacht
sink without a trace.

Once the last crewmember from the “Midnight Special” was secured to the
helicopter AUS-SAR was informed and we started to fly back to Mallacoota. All of the 4
yacht crewmembers were suffering from hypothermia, minor injuries, facial, cut hands and
abrasions. Senior Constable BARCLAY and myself treated these men’s injuries during the
return trip back to Mallacoota. At approximately 8.25 a.m we landed at the Mallacoota
football oval and all 4 yacht crewmembers were treated by ambulance officers.
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Whilst refuelling at the Mallacoota Airport AUS-SAR directed the police
helicopter to proceed to a search area to look for the missing yacht “B52” as an (EPIRB)
distress beacen signal had been picked up by a Navy Orion aircraft approximately 40 nautical
miles (30 kilometres) east off shore from Mallacoota. At approximately 9.58 a.m we
departed to that search area and on arrival we were assisted by the Sydney Channel 2
helicopter to search for any signs of this yacht. Senior Constable JONES and the pilot of the
Channel 2 helicopter used the aircraft emergency distress beacon indicators in a search pattern
for this (EPIRB). Senior Constable BARCLAY and myself positioned ourselves on opposite
sides of the helicopter and continued to look for the yacht/debris/persons. - The aircraft
instrument indicator showed that the transmitting (EPIRB) was under the water surface and
no sign of life of the 12 crewmembers or the “B52” yacht could be found. At this time I was
becoming more ill and vomiting up straight sea water. [ was not an effective crew member
and we returned to Mallacoota so I could swap rescue crewman positions with Senior
Constable Trevor RIM . At approximately 10.40 a.m we were notified by AUS-SAR that the
“B52” yacht and crew had been located approximately 40 nautical miles ( 80 kilometres) nosth
east of our search area safe and well.

On arrival at Mallacoota at approximately 10.44 a.m Senior Constable RIM and
Senior Constable FISHER were briefed by Senior Constable BARCLAY and myseif. After
the briefing 1 continued to vomit up sea water. At approximately 11.15 a.m the police
helicopter was directed to a search area near Eden for the missing yacht “Winston Churchill”.

I remained on the ground with Senior Constable FISHER and assisted at the Red Cross Centre
with police and other duties.
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In the area of the rescue operation the weather was nothing like any of us had
seen before. I have been an aircrewman for a period of 8 years and it was the most terrifying
conditions I have flown in . To put these weather conditions in perspective I have used the
difference between our rescue and the most difficult rescue conducted by the Victoria Police
Alrwing in Bass Strait in May, 1996 by a crew of 3 in a police helicopter.

MAY 1996 27-28 DECEMBER 1998
WIND: 40 knots (30 k.p.h) 70-80 knots (140-160 k.p.h)
SEA HEIGHT: 8 Metres (25 feet) 30 Metres (90 feet)
DISTANCE OFF SHORE: 26 N/miles (50 k.m) 65 N/Miles (130 k.m)
RAIN: Nil Heavy sheet rain
CLOUD BASE: 2,000 feet 600-2,000 feet
WINCH HEIGHT:; 50-50 feet 100-120 feet
PERSONS RESCUED: 3 5
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The waves during these rescues conducted on 27-28 December, 1998 were
not waves but, near vertical solid walls of dark green/black water and up to 10-20 metres (30-
60 feet) wide along the top and then a gaping void 90 feet down to the bottom of each trough
between each wave. Our training is generally conducted in 1-2 metre (3-6 feet) swells in
Port Philiip Bay and 15-20 knot (30-40 k.p.h) winds, not 30 metre waves and 70-80 knot
winds. The training undertaken can only prepare crew for drills and procedures in winch
rescues, not the type of weather conditions we encountered.

The five (5) rescue winches that were conducted were beyond the call of duty
in every respect. None of the winches were routine and the police crew overcame and
adapted to the situation due to training, professionalism and devotion to duty. The 5 yacht
crewmembers were only minutes from drowning when they were rescued by us,  Of'the 6
vacht crewmembers washed overboard from their vessels the Police Air Wing rescued the only
person who lived. During the height of the search and rescue mission there were 38 fixed
wing and 5 rescue helicopters (one being the police helicopter) operating in the area. This
was the largest marine rescue operation undertaken in Australian history.

Whilst a member of the Police Air Wing I have spent the last 4 years as a
winch operator instructor and winch rescue crewmen instructor. [ am also an accredited
Civil Aviation Safety Authority (C.A.S.A) Winch Assessor/Instructor (a position normally
held by Chief Pilots only). I have trained 8 winch operators and 14 winch rescue crewmen as
well as conducting a vast number of winch training exercises during that period. I have been
involved in numerous rescues as a winch operator and rescue érewman in areas of , Port Phillip
Bay, Western Port Bay and Bass Strait as well as many mountain rescues. The ocear™sad bay
rescues have been off yachts, boats, cil/gas and container ships and water rescues with a
maximum of | to 2 persons being rescued each occasion.  The total number of winch
operations I have completed is 801 with 644 as winch operator and 237 as a rescue crewman.

As a side line during one rescue the Australian Navy rescue crewman dropped
the person he was rescuing from a height of 4-5 metres back into the water and he had to be
rescued by him again. The rescue crewman was that tired and fatigued that after rescuing 7
persons from the water he did not have the strength to signal the winch operator to take him
up to the helicopter. This shows that we were not the only crew to be suffering under these
conditions. The 2 female paramedic rescue crewman from SOUTH CARE RESCUE have
now resigned after conducting rescues in which one was struck on the side of the head bya
gas cylinder from a life raft and a life raft became entangled in the winch wige.

Finally a quote from the skipper of the “Solo Globe Challenger”- “THE
DEVIL TOOK ME BY THE HAND AND SHOWED ME THE EDGE OF HELL”. This
quotation is a very apt choice of words and possibly allows people who weren’t there, to
perhaps visualise for a moment what we went through.

B cg '%
David KEY
Senior Constable 24404
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