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Helicapkers tanight rescued six members of the crew of the missing vacht wWinston Churchill, but three
are still missing as the 54th Sydney to Hobart enters its fourth day of drama in the Tasman Sea.

The rescue has culminated the bigges! ouedn rescue operdtion in Auslralian yvachting history, with Navy,
nollce and other helicopters Lifting 40 people from liferafls after Lhey had abandoned their vachis,

A further six crew weare btaken on board a fishing vessel yvesterday leaving six yvachls either sinking or
disabled by the viclent sturm which has decimated the fleet, with only 48 of the original fleet of 115
boats skill racing Lo Hobart.

Still leading the fleet is the US max Sayonara, which just before midmght was 25 navtical miles north of
Tasman Island, from where the flest sails its final 40 miles across Storm Bay aad up the Derweant River
to Hobart, capital of the island State of Tasmania,

Rova! Yacht Club of Tasmania officials naw do not expect Sayonara to finish before Qam tamaorraw, again
lgsing her grip on the race record aver the final 100 miles of the 430 nautical mile race.

[n a day of drama and sadness among sailars:

¢ Owner/skipper Bruce Guy and his friend and crew Phil Skeggs died aboard Guy's Farr 40,

Businass Post Naiad after it was rolled twice In the huge seas. Guy |s reported te have suffered a
fatal heart atrack, Skeggs drowned after belng unable to detach his safety line as the boat rolled
8 serond time.

The search continued unsuccessfully for British yachtsrman Glyn Charles who was washed

avernnard an sunday night from the 43-footer Sword of Qrion. Charles representgd Great Britain
as skipper of the Star class yacht at the Atlanta Olyrmpics and sailed four times in the Admiral's
Cun.
Faur crew members of the veteran Limber culler Winston Churchill, including owner/skipoer
Richard Winning wherg winched Lo safeby garly this evening from their liferaft, nearly 24 hours
& oOfter abandening the sinking yacht some 83 miles east of Gabo Island.
Late this evening two mare members of the crew of Winston Churchill were lifted to safety by a
Navy helicopter launched from the frigate HMAS Newcastle after the second liferaft had bean
& Sighted by an RAAF Orion during z flare search.
Howewver, three of the crew are still missing, apparently after being washed out of tha liferatt
soon after daybreak, Helicopters are continuing the search tonight as all thres were earning
lifejackets and one had & strobe light attached.

The crew of Winston Churchill rescued fram the first liferaft are: Paul Lumbton, skipper Richard Winning,
Michagl Rynon and Bruce Gould. From the second life raft John "Steamar" Stanley and John Gibsan were
rescued tonight.

However, they told their rescuers that three arher crew members - Jim Lawier, Mike Bannister and Tahn
Dean - had hean washad aut of the liferaft sarly today and wers missing.

The search &nd rescue operation is continning through tonight as all three men ware wearing |ifejackers
and one had & personal strobe light.

"Hawever, it is & much more difficult operation - we are laoking for people net a vessel, " a spokesman
far the Anstralian Maritime Safety Authority said tonight.

Generally wind and sea conditions are wasing overnight, although smaller yvachts in Lhe lleet arg sl
ancountering rough seas and frash wingds in Bass Strail.

For further information please cunlact;
Telstra Sydney to Hubarl Media Centre
Ph: (03} 8231 14560

Fax: (03) 6234 1172

For infermation on rescues, please contact AMSA on 0418 164 301,

<« Back to tha news
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1998 Telstra Sydney to [obart /7 Gallery

ECEASEP —-"{l glke Bannistery
~Richard WnnRg

hitp://syd-hob.telstra.com.aw/yachts/yachti3.cfm?name=Winston Churchill

Winstan Churchill

5ail No.: 27

LOA: 15.000m

Dasignar: Percy Coverdale
Club: CYC

Yaar Buailt: 42

Current Position

Posgition: Retired
Lacation: Retirad
Dist Made Good

Est. Finish

Sked 4. 28 December 19938 3:05AM

Boat Notes

Built in Hobart in 1942 by the late Percy Coverdale, Winstan
Churchill competed in the firsk Sydney to Hobart in 1945 and as
raced in the event 16 times since, Present awner Richard Winning
undertaok a major restoration of the nld cutrer lask year and sailed
her to Hohart agrin last year to bring up her 17th race and has
decided to go again this year. Britain's wartime Prime Minlstoer gave

the thumhbs up to Aaving the yacht called after him.
Crew Listing

Bruce Gould Lawler : P & €& A B
lohn Dean John Glbson
W=Ttlchael Rynan
Paul Lumtin

Assnciated Articles / Pholos

28/12/98 Race seardh suppuorl sleps up at first light

272/12/98 One satlor saved while search continues for another in
man overboard incidents

27/12/898 Second Rescue Underaay
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Incident Nunther!

Date:
Narme:

Title:

Narrative:

1998/4381

27-Dec-95
WINSTON CHURCHILL
SINKING AND ABANDONING VESSEL

This vessel was one of a number of vessels invalved in 2 major SAR
incident in the 1998 Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race.

At about 270615 UTC a Mayday cail from yacht Winston Churchill In a
position about 22 miles East of Eden ws intercepted by an alrcraft. The
vessel reported that she was taking water and sinking. Crew were
abandoning to liferafts.

At 0659 UTV VH-SAR reported being overhead a vessel reportad to be
Winston Churchill in position about 25 miles further south than the
original position. The vessel VH-5AR was reporting was afloat but had
no mast. Distress broadcast updated to reflect new intelligence,

At 271359 UTC Race Control Hobart discussed Winston Churchill's
position and previous positions. Based on discussions and the original
Mayday call, distress broadcast cancelled and new distress broadcast
issued based on initial intelligence,

& number of merships repsended to the broadcast and were either
released or requested to transit throught area of concern and to keep a
good lookout for signs of distress,

Aircraft tasked to search area. HMAS Newcastle also tasked. At 280658
UTC Helimed 1 reported that 4 survivars from a Winston Churchill
liferal were rescued. Another liferaft with § POB was stili missing.
Search efforls continued using 24 fixed wing aircraft and 6

helicoplers.

At 281130 UTC the second liferaft was sighted and two persons winched
anboard the Navy Seahawk, The other three persons were reported to
have been thrown ouk of Lhe raft. The search continuad and was
centred on a position about 60 miles east south east of Eden. Two
bodies were recavered and a Intensive search of the area was
conducted for the remaining missing person but without result,

By 2920615 UTC all search activity had been suspended. Urgency

broadcast for missing person remained current until 290717 UTC when
it was cancelled.
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123
Printcd by root at 07:25:03 2% DEC 1538
Cur _:f: Y1223204
¥A00 ref: X122399B75,X122959876,X12256877 ,X122994878,X12299879,X12285880,
X12299881 , X12255882
Sent wvia telex/fax/Defonce/Tnmarsal.-C. Created 07:17 29 DEC 38 by 3AR

To: 140013,157749,F0265591885,F0385371435, 0226925427, F0362231308

MHOQAUST
TNMARSAT C - PACIFIC
Pricrity: 2 URGENT
Service: 24 CALL TO CLECULAR AREA
2ddress: 388151E200 Centre: 385 151E Radius 200
Repeat: 11 TRANSMIT ONCE WITH ECHO
Alphabet; 0o ENGLISH

EGC Signal: PAN PAN

ITD: C-BOR  2:24:383151E200:11:00 121260:98-12-29/07-19
Defence ref: 8322

Filed on : MRFS8/4381,SAFETY

URGENCY cancellation

F 2907177 DEC 4§83

FM RCC AUSTRALIA

TO TNMARSAT ¢ - PACIFIC OCEAN REGION

TELSTRA BRISBANE

TELSTRA MELBOURNE

MHQAUST

FAX PENTA COMSTAT

FAX MELBOURNE WATER POLICE

FAX SYDNEY WATER POLICE

FA¥ RACE CONTROL HOBART

BT

UNCLAS

aTC ICA

AUSSAR 98/4381 - MAN OVERBOARD FROM YACHT WINSTON CHURCHILL
URGENCY CANCELLATION

A. RCC AUSTRALIA 290128% DEC 98

1. /BEGINTEXT

RCC AUSTRALIZ 23%0717%Z DEC 98 AUSSAR 98/4381

CANCEL MY 2%0128%Z DEC 98 URGENCY MESSAGE.

SEARCH ACTIONS SUSPENDED.

/ENDTEXT

2. CRS PSE B(AST CANCELLATICON ON RECEIPT AND NEXT VOICE/MORSE TFC
LI13T AND SEED

3. REQUEST POLICE ARRANGH FOR HBCAST PARA ONE THROUGH VOLUNTEER MARINE
RESCUE BASES, PORT AUTHORITILS AND FISHING C0OY¥S IN TIE ARER.
ET
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Printed by root at 07:25:041 29 DEC 15498
Our vaf: Y1220205 X400 ral: X122Z59BB3
Sent via Tnmarsabl-C. Created 07:17 29 DEC 358 by SAR
Tao:
Filed on : MRFSB/4381, SAFETY
URGENCY 98/4381 EGC CANCELLATION
This text ia for information only, & will not be retransmitted.

Cancellation of the following EGC message: 165440:98-12-2%/01-47
C-POR 2:24:3881R1E200:15:00

FM RCC AUSTRALIA 290128Z DEC 98 UPDATE AUSSAR 98/42381

FDDYSTONE POINT TO PORT JACKSON CHART AUS42Z3

MAN OVERBOARD FROM YACHT WINSTON CHURCHILL LAST SIGHTED VICINITY

37 245 151 24FE AT 282206 UTC DEC 28, TRANSITING VESSELS REQULESTED
TO EFEP SHARP LOOKOUT AND REPCRT SIGHTINGS TO THLIS STATION OR TELEX
7162025,



Printed by SC0 at 06:53:17 29 DEC 1393

Our Lel: Y1229190 X400 ref: X12299R35,X12299836,X12299837,X12299834
Sent wvia fax. Created 06:08 2% DEC 58 by SAR

To: FO295634105,F0296925427,F033R8371435,F0362231308

Filed on : MREF98/4372

SITREP 2

P 2506087 DEC $8

FM RCC AUSTRALIA

TO FAX MHQAUST

FAY SYDNEY WATER POLICE

FAX MELBOURNE WATER POLICE

FAX RACE CONTROL HOBART

BT

UNCLAS

SIC ICA

AUSSAR 98/4381, 98742382, 98/4384, 98/4396 AND 93/4404

SITREP TWQ AND FINAL AT 2350830Z DEC 98.

1. AUSSAR 96/a4381 - 3 MISSTNG CREW FROM YACHT WINSTON CIIURCHILL.
24 FIXED WING AIRCRAFT AND 6§ HELICOPTERS COMMENCED SEARCH OF
APPROX 4500 S0 NM CENTRED 60 NM ESE OF EDEN AT FIRST LIGHT. TWO
DODIES LOCATED AND RECOVERED. A CONCENTRATED SEARCH OF 100 SQ NM
nY 4 ATRCRAFT AND 5 HELICOPTERS SIGHTED LIZJACKET AND LTFERELT BUT
NOT THE LAST MISSING CREWMAN. ALL SEARCH ACTIVITY WAS SUSPENDED AT
290515%.

2. AUSSAR 98/4382 BUSINESS POST NAIAD. POLICHE LAUNCH NEMESIS IS
TOWING YACHT WITH 2 DECEASED ONBOARD INTO HARROUR.

3. AUSSAR 98/43B4 MAN OVERBOARD SWORD OF ORTON. THE SEARCH FOR THE
MAN OVERBOARD FROM SWORD OF ORION HAS BEEN SUSPENDED.

4. AUSSAR 93/4395 SOLO GLOBE CHALLENGER DISABLED. HMAS NEWCASTLE
LOCATED THE VESSLEL AND HAS TAKEN OFF THE TWC INJURED CREW. THE
REMAINING CREW HAVE REQUESTED TO REMAIN ONEQARD AND THE VESSEL HAS
BEEN TAKEN IN TOW BY THE FV RUBICON.

5. AUSSAR 98/4404 YACHT VETO UNREPORTED. YACHT VETO CONTACTED RACE
CONTROL TO ADVISE THAT THEY WERE UNDER JURY RIG AND RETURNING TO
SYDNEY.

£. MANY THANKS TO ALL CONCERNED FOR ASSISTANCE PROVIDED. 56 WERE
SAVED FROM YACHTS IN DISTRESS LN MOST DIFFICULT CONDITIONS.

BEST REGARDS

BT
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Printed by SCO at 06:30:05 29 DEC 1538

Our rof: ¥Y1229184
X400 rel: X12299819,X12299820,X12299821,K12299822,X12299823,X12299824,

12299825, X12299826 , X122558827
Sent via X.25/fax. Created 06:16 29 DEC $8 by SCO

Tn: FO262734126, FO267421840,F02627585813,F0294181726,F0889814450,
FO2R4259855,F0296913377,F03596533481,X811G50

Filed on : MRF98/4372
MINISTERIAL

.

R 29061L6Z DEC 93

FM RCC AUSTRALIA

TQ FAX MINISTER ANDERSON (CANBERRA)
FAX MINISTER ANDERSON (GUNNEDAH)
FAX STEFPHEN OXLIY

FAY, CHIEF EXECUTIVE AMSA

FAX CHAIRMAN AMSA

FAX DEPUTLY CIIATEMAN

FA¥X MR J MANSER

FA¥X MES S BRATTON

FAX MRS S BRATTON (W)

Fa¥ MR D GILLIES

FAX MR A HYAMS

¥25 (CEQ AMSA AND GM AUSSAR

BT

Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race- Rescue Incidents
Status Report Number 3 as at 1730 (5.30pm} 235 Dec 1998.

Search for three missing crewmen from the Winston Churchill continued
through the morning with 4 fixed wing aircraft and 6 helicopters
committed ta the search. One bhody was leocated at é6.47am and a scoond
body was located at 9.00am both wern reccovered by helicopter and
later confirmed to be from the Winston Churchill. Search action has
continued throughout the day [for the third and last crewman. The
airsearch concluded at 5.00pm without result although a lifejacket
was sighted in the area.

HMAS Newcastle, assisted by an RAAF P3 Orilon re-located the yacht
S0lo Globe Challenger and has recovered 2 injured crewmen. The
Fishing Vessel "Rublcon" has the Soleo Globke Challenger in tow with
the remaining 3 crewmen on board.

The vacht Veto, which was unreported, has reported in and is
returning to Sydney under jury rig.

Rirecraft were tasked to assist the police koat "Nemisis" with
eatabhlishing visual contact with the yacht Business Post which has 2
deceased crewmen on board. Nemisis now has the yacht in tow.

Since search and rescue operatlons commenced at 1500 (3.00pm) 27
Docember 1998 a total of 56 crew have been rescued as a result of
pearch and rescue actions by the RCC. Approximately 250 search and
regscue missions have been flown by 33 fixed wing aircraft and 12



helicopters. In addition HMAS Newcastle has provided support. 56 ©F
persons were recovered alive, 4 persons were recovered deceased and 2
persons are missing assumed drowned.
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Prirted by SAR at 23:54:03 28 DRC 1998

X400 message Our ref: X1228720 X400 rel: X12280720

Recaeived at 23:42 28 DEC 98 by SAR

Filcd on @ MREFSR/4372

FINAL SECTION OF 2

VZCZOWEASE 7

PAAUTZHSW RAYRBUW 3284 3622333-U00U--RAYVWMCK.

ZNR Uuuyy

P K 282005Z DEC 38

FM CTTJ 646.2.2

TO HOQAC AIROPS

RAYWMCK,/ROC AUSTRALIA

INFO RAYNRB/HMAS NEWCRSTLE

RAYMHG/MHQAUST

RAYWAF/COASTWATCH CANBERRA

RAYBUW/32WC QPS8

ZEN/CTG €46.2

BT

UNCLAS

SIC KIJ/I1Cg

FINAL SEI'ION OF 2

ORLGNQ: 616/0P32

SEARCH PATTEENS OPTIMISED FOR VISUAL SEARCH FOR STROBRE LIGHT WIHT
TRACK SPACING 1NM, DBEST ALT DETERMINED TGO BE SQ00-700FT. DURING BOTII
SEARCIIES GREEN VEREY PISTQL FLARES FIRED APPROX EVERY SNM ALONG
TRACK. DIFAR BIYY ONTODPPED AFPTER 2 .SHRS TN WATER WITH NEW DRIFT
AVERACGED OUT AT 290NFRC, 1150YDS PER HOUR. DAN DECLARED FOTTOWING
OFFTASK WITH NTS INOP ON ENG RESTART. A/ RECOVERED TC ESL WITH NO
DPACGE 2 RAYBUW 3284 UNCLAS

FURTHER PROBLEMS. INITIAL SEAR STATE ONTASK 4-5, WITH SEA STATE
DECREASING TO 1-2 BY QFFTASK.

TAPE NUMBERS TBA//

DECL/OADRS //

BT

#3284

R
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Pri- .ed by SC0 at 19:43:27 28 DEC 1998
Our ref: ¥Y1228383 X400 ref: W12289415,X12289416,X12285417, 12288474
Sant wvia fax. Created 19:11 28 DEC 28 by SAR

To: FOZ9G634105,F0256925427,F0395371435,F0362231308

Filed on : MRF98/4381

SITRET

™ 2815112 DEC 2d

FM RCC AUSTEALIA

TG FAX MHOAUST

FA¥ SYDNWNEY WATER POLICE

F2X MELBOURNE WATER FOLICE

Foy RACE CONTROL HOBART

BT

UNCLAS

2IC ICA

AUSSAR 98/4381,AUSSAR 98/4382, AUSSAR 9B/4384, AUSSAR 9a/439%

SITREP ONE AT 281515 UTC DEC 28.

1. AUUSSAR 98/4381 - 3 MISSING CREW FROM YACHT WINSTON (HURCHTLL.

THF SECOND LIFERAFT WAS SIGHUED AND TIE TWC PERSONS ONEOARD WERE
WINCHED OFF LAST NIGHE BY NAVY SEAHAWK AT ARBQUT 281130 UTC. THE TAWC
DERSONS WERE WAKEN TO MERIMBULA HOSTTTAL. SURVIVORS STATELD THAT THE
OTHER THREEL PERSONS WERE THROWN OUT OF THE RAFT DUE TO HEAVY SEABZ AT
ABOUT 271530 UTC. ALL WERE WEARTNG FOUL WEATHER GEAR AND LIFEJACKZLS.
A PAC ORION SEARCH LATE LAST NIGHT AND EARRLY THIS MORNING FALLD TO
SIGIIT THE MEN.

24 FIXHED WING AIRCRAFT AND SIX HELICOPUERS HAVE COMMENCED

A 4,000 8Q NAUTICAL MILE SHARCH BEIWEEN MONTAGUE ISLAND ANTH GRABO

ISLAND.

2, 98/4382 BUSINESS POST NIAD TAKING WATER. POLICE LAUNCH NEMISIS

I8 PROCEEDING TO THE POSITION OF BUSINESS POST NIAD TO TOW THE VESSEL
WITH 'I'WQ DECEASED PERSONS ONBOARD INTO HARBQOUR. BEFORE LEAVING
BUSINESS POST NIAD, A CREWMAN ACTIVATED AN EFIRB. RCC IS PASIING
POSITION REPORTS TC NEMISIS.

3. AUSSAR 98/47384 MAN OVERBOARD SWORD OF QRECN. THE SEARCH FOR THE
MAN OVERBOARD FROM SWORD OF ORICN HAS BEEN SUSPENDED.

4. AUSSAR 98/4396 SOLAR GLOBAL CHALLENGER DLSABLED. HMAS NEWCASTLE
IS CONDUCTING AN EXPANDING SQUARE SEARCH AROQUND THE VESSEL'S LAST
KNOWN POSITION. THE VESSEL’'S EPIRB WHICH WAS RADIATING AND ALLOWING
RCOC TO MONITOR THE VESSEL'S PCSITION HAS SUDDENLY STOPPED. AN ORION
WILL ALSC ASSIST IN LOCATING THE VESSEL.

5, AUSSAR 98/4404 YACHD VETO UNREPORTED. YACHT VETO IS UNREPORTED
SINCE 270305%. BROADCAST TO SHIPPING CURRENT. ORION (PARR 4 AROVE)
WILL ALSO BE '[ASKED TO LOOKOUT FOR THIS VESSEL. TRANSITING YACHTS
HAVE BEEN REQUESTED TO KEEF SHARP LOOKOUT AND MAKE BROADCAST CALLS ON
VHE CHANNEL le.

T
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