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m o e Australian Transport Safety Bureau
26 Mort Street, Braddon ACT 2612 Australia
PO Box 967, Civic Square Canberra ACT 2608
Telephone: 02 6274 6464

Facsimile: 02 6274 6474

24 hours: 1800 020 616

Reference: BO/199805874/AS www.atsb.gov.au

22 December 1999

Senior Constable David Upston
Pyrmont Police Station

Harris Street

PYRMONT NSW 2009

Dear Senior Constable Upston

Release of Directorate of Flying Safety (DFS)-Australian Defence Force
(ADF) Incident Investigation Report 10 Sqn ASOR 032/98

I have enclosed for your information a copy of the DFS—-ADF Incident Investigation Report
10 Sqn ASOR 032/98 on the incident involving a breakdown in separation assurance between
Royal Australian Air Force P-3C Orion A9-665 (callsign Rescue 251) and Australian Aerial
Patrol Cessna 402, VH-PEH, east of Bermagui, NSW on 28 December 1998.

This report was produced by the DFS-ADF as a result of a joint investigation by the DFS-ADF
and ATSB.

The report will be available to the public from 24 December 1999, and will be placed on the ATSB
website. Please note that in accordance with the provisions of Section 19CU(1) of Part 2A of the
Air Navigation Act 1920, no part of the report is to be made public before 24 December 1999.

Yours sincerely

Il '//
Alan [ Stray
Deputy Director

ATESB

Formed on 1 July 1998, by the infegration of:
Bureau of Air Safety Investigation {BASI)
Federal Office of Road Safety (FORS}

Marine Incident Investigation Unit (MIIU) COMMONWEALTH DEPANTMENT OF
! TRANSPORT AND
the Rall Safety Unit (RSU) Lo A R

Commonwealtn Department of Transport and Regicnal Services



DIRECTORATE OF FLYING SAFETY - ADTH
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DES-ADF Incident Investigation Report -
T10SQN ASOR 032/98

Occurrence involving an airborne conflict between
Royal Australian Air Force P-3C Orion A9-645 {callsign RESCUE 251)
and Australian Aerial Patrol Cessna 402, registration VH-PEH,
East of Bermagui, NSW on 28 December 1998

b}
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R19990167

No. 92 Wing Royal Australian Air Force review its flight crew standby arrangements to
improve compliance with the guidelines in Defence Instructions (AF) OPS 6-6 and the ADF
Flying Safety Manual.

R19990168

Maritime Patrol Group investigate means of improving Orion aircraft navigational accuracy
and reliability, particularly in regard to the global positioning system (GPS), pending the
implementation of Project Air 5276.

R19990169

AusSAR, in conjunction with the Australian Defence Force and Airservices Australia,
investigate methods of improving communication links for search and rescue operations.

R19990170

Airservices Australia, in conjunction with the Australian Defence Force and AusSAR,
investigate methods of improving communication links for search and rescue operations.

R19990171

The Australian Defence Force, in conjunction with Airservices Australia and AusSAR,
investigate methods of improving communication links for search and rescue operations.

R19990200

The Civil Aviation Safety Authority, in conjunction with AusSAR and Airservices Australia,
determine appropriate separation standards for the safe operation of aircraft involved in search
and rescue operations.

R19990201

AusSAR, in conjunction with the Civil Aviation Safety Authority and Airservices Australia,

develop appropriate separation standards for the safe operation of aircraft involved in search
and rescue operations.
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R19990202
Airservices Australia, in conjunction with the Civil Aviation Safety Authority and AusSAR,

develop appropriate separation standards for the safe operation of aircraft involved in search
and rescue operations.

ANNEXES

A.  AusSAR Planning Map — Search plan for the ‘Winston Churchill® 28 Dec 98.

B. VH-PEH’s Search Briefing Sheet.

C.  AusSAR Note of the Re-tasking of RESCUE 251 for the Second Visual Search.
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Briefing
For:

Departure
Aerodrome

Required
ETD

VH-PEH’s Search Briefing Sheet
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RESCUE COORDINATION CENTRE
SEARCH BRIEFING

ANNEX B

AUSTRALIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE Page 1 of 2 pages

Date 28.Dec-98

REF No. AUS/98/

Ph 1800 815257
Fax 1800 622153

GPS, Servicable Comms.

Search | Visual
VH-PEH C402 Type/
{Aircraft Callsign) {Aircraft Type} Task
Special
YMRY Equip.
Crew!
ASAP Observers 3

SUBMIT FULL REPORTING PLAN & MAINTAIN A CONTINUOUS LISTENING WATCH

l

SEARCH DESCRIPTION:

DATE OF THIS SORTIE: SORTIENe. [1 ]

Area | 5y Search | 4540 FT AMSL Track 1o 4 nm
Designator Height Spacing
SEE ATTACHED COORDINATES.
Search Search Separation
Pattern | F2raliel Search TAS 120 KT  Area VISUAL
Entry First o .
boint | 38 328/152 00E Track | 077°M Distance | 94NM
End of Direction o Nurmbar
Leg One 36 325/150 03E of Creep | 167°M of Lags 3
it
pi’?m 36 355/152 00E Advise RCC 30 min prior to ETD Search Area
5
AAjlrif:ﬂ”t VH-APH P68 @ 500' TO SOUTH/ R521 P3 @ 500" TO NORTH
NOTES:

» Operate with fanding lights on.
Read this sheet in conjunction with maps and other documentation.

a
» Monitor 121.5/ 243 MHZ for distress signals.
 Record any areas not searched.
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ANNEXC

AusSAR Note of the Re-tasking of RESCUE 251 for the Second Visual Search

Rescue Coordination Centre, Australia

Aus /| &/

]
Time: 1998 UTC | Message taken by: Q

fpnrf To: /Q 251 Aguthority/Company:

Phona No: V( A ML ’Cé Fax No:

/75435515 36 355
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